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This year Germany is celebratingthe 500th an-

Even when approaching by airyou get an idea of

niversary of Luther’s Reformation. Quite possi-

what makes FrankfurtRhineMain tick. Cranes,

bly one of the most enduring impacts of that up-

building sites, and excavation pits wherever

heaval was the expansion of the education system: The idea was to

you look. With companies relocating here, and people moving to

ensure people were able to read, as well as well as think and judge

the area from all over the world, the metropolitan region is grow-

for themselves. In Frankfurt, Germany’s media capital at that

ing rapidly.

time, the innumerable pamphlets and books written in those
eventful decades not only changed hands, they were also read and

What makes FrankfurtRhineMain so attractive?On an interna-

discussed. This requires, and at the same time creates, education.

tional comparison it is not just the hard factors that speak in
Frankfurt’s favour but the soft skills, such as the high quality of

sharpening the
region’s proFiLe

since

Editorial

Nowadays, creativity and expertiseare the key to our future. All

life, comparatively low costs of living and a vibrant cultural

contemporary economists and urbanologists regard creativity as

scene. People love the fact that everything is close at hand, the

the main resource of our knowledge society. Cities that aim to be

prime work/life balance, the contrast between skyline and na-

successful and a pleasure to live in need to educate their future

ture. Turn to page 42 for the interesting details on the “The short-

generations and be sufficiently appealing to attract creative peo-

distance region”.

ple. For this reason, education has never been solely the task of

1996

schools, or more strictly speaking, of the state. Education is a so-

A key issue for international corporationsis whether a city offers

cial task. Indeed, it is even more: It is a cultural asset and a key

international education opportunities. And in this respect,

principle. Our city has for this reason always had a broad-based

FrankfurtRhineMain is perfectly positioned, too. Selected offer-

approach to education.

ings, from bilingual kindergartens and international schools to
English-language Masters courses – you’ll find all the details in

Frankfurt is a city with a great scholarly tradition.Important
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Wirtschaftsinitiative, the Business Initiative, brings together the key minds and entrepreneurs in the region who
want to keep FrankfurtRhineMain firmly moving. Our members are at home in the metropolitan region in a dual
sense. They champion their region. And they all share the conviction that only a metropolitan business region
which acts together offers the best future prospects for both the people and corporations.

The Business Initiative – Entrepreneurs for FrankfurtRhineMain.
A commitment that pays off for you!
www.die-wirtschaftsinitiative.de

the “Education international” section (page 18).

institutions such as the Max Planck Institute are based here,
biophysics and brain research have a worldwide reputation.


The BBC, the world’s largest broadcasting corporation,recently

Economic sectors that are particularly well represented here can

took a closer look at Frankfurt. In an article headlined “Frankfurt’s

recruit up-and-coming staff from the House of Finance and the

star is on the rise” it stated that “Frankfurt’s many charms are of-

House of Logistics and Mobility, and network with research

ten blurred by its banking reputation. But there’s a lot more to this

facilities. Not to forget, Frankfurt is also a city of the humanities,

German city than meets the eye.” A lively creative and start-up

the Frankfurt School and Critical Theory, and must remain so. It

scene, numerous sector clusters, as well as castles, vineyards, and

must also uphold the legacy of Goethe, Hölderlin, Schopenhauer,

picturesque villages characterise the metropolitan region. The

and Adorno.

conclusion: “All in all, it offers big-city flair with small-city distances and an expat community feel”. My suggestion: Book a ticket

As such, Frankfurt remains the centreof a broad-based, diverse,

and discover and experience all the region’s aspects for yourself.

and dynamic range of education offerings in a region which not
only caters for the educational and training needs of today, but

With this in mindI very much hope you enjoy reading the latest

also provides the potential for future challenges.

issue of FRM.
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Städel, Liebieghaus, Schirn

A man for all seasons –that is the short version of

He is the new man in one of the most important

the role Anselm Weber will be playing in Frank-

and most complex positions in the German mu-

furt as of the 2017-18 season. The long version

seum world: Philipp Demandt, 45, has been

reads as follows: Anselm Weber, 53, will be first

head of three Frankfurt institutions no less –

of all Director-General, secondly he will be Di-

the Städel Museum, the Liebieghaus, and the

rector at Schauspiel Frankfurt, and thirdly Co-

Schirn Kunsthalle, since October 2016. It is

Managing Director of Städtische Bühnen. What

something for which the art historian is well

he did not want to be was construction site

prepared, because with the Alte Nationalgalerie

manager he says, alluding to the forthcoming

in Berlin he headed an institute for five years

refurbishment of the building on Willy Brandt

that is likewise part of a complex comprising

Platz. Weber most recently enjoyed success as

several museums – the Stiftung Preußischer

Director-General in Essen, and at the renowned

Kulturbesitz. And so after living in Konstanz,

Schauspielhaus Bochum. He spent almost ten

his home town, and Berlin, he is now in Frank-

years in the Ruhr region. So what is going to be

furt. “I’m very much looking forward to Frank-

different for him in Frankfurt? “The city is

furt, which has emerged as one of the most

unique in the way it openly lives its contrasts,

exciting centres of art in Germany and beyond,”

that is going to strongly influence our work,”

Demandt says of his new assignment. The

says Weber, who originally hails from Munich.

Frankfurt art world is very much looking for-

The Ensemble theatre is going to remain the fo-

ward to his ideas. Should Demandt be accepted

cal point of his work, he promises: “That is the

in the city the way his predecessor Max Hollein

core of my understanding of theatre: audiences

was, he will have enough time to implement

go to the theatre because of actors.”

them. Hollein stayed no less than 15 years.
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Gaby Gerster

› schauspielfrankfurt.de

Städel Museum

Schauspiel Frankfurt

Frank Rumpenhorst/dpa

PHILIPP DEMANDT

Daniel Reinhardt/dpa

ANSELM WEBER

› staedelmuseum.de
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The influx to the metropolitan region is also changing
life and living in FrankfurtRhineMain. A look at the most
exciting projects and the newest districts
BY MARTIN ORTH (TEXT) AND JONAS RATERMANN (PHOTOS)

>

With two of their three sons having left home, Miranda and Andrew

Osborne knew exactly what they wanted to do: move into town. The

Dutch/English couple had lived in the Hochtaunus hills for 20 years, had enjoyed
being close to the countryside, and made friends with their neighbours. They now
rave about the Europaviertel district. Over the past few years, apartments
for nearly 10,000 people have been built on what used to be the tracks of the
former Frankfurt shunting yard. Andrew and Miranda Osborne very much liked
one in particular – on account of the 40-square-metre roof terrace. “We conduct
our private life on the terrace,” Miranda says. “In the morning we have breakfast
there, and in the evening we barbecue there.” Andrew Osborne, Operations
Director at a US company, and his wife Miranda, who works for a Dutch direct
bank, enjoy the international environment and the view of the Frankfurt skyline,
the central location, and the short distances.
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Terrace with a view
For Andrew and Miranda Osborne the
enormous roof terrace was the deciding
criterion for moving to Frankfurt
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Kindergarten, school, university:
It is not only Campus Westend (below)
at Goethe University in Frankfurt that
has an international format
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FrankfurtRhineMain is becoming more and more international.
This is also reflected in the diverse educational facilities
in the region – from bilingual kindergartens and international
schools to English-language Master’s degree courses
By Julia Söhngen
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In the next few years, Frankfurt/Main could well

SC

already reach the 50-percent mark with regard to

H

inhabitants with a migration background. In 2016 the figure al-

O
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ready stood at 47 percent, among people in gainful employment

L
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at 64 percent even. In the Frankfurt/Main branch of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry (IHK), which also includes the
districts Hochtaunus and Main-Taunus-Kreis, almost one in five
of all member companies have an international background. That
is the highest rate in Germany and demonstrates the region’s attractiveness and internationality. The educational opportunities
are a pivotal argument in terms of the influx of people from
abroad and in particular international firms settling here. FrankfurtRhineMain comes top in this respect, too.
An almost incalculable number of bilingual nurseries, half

a dozen big international schools in the region, not to mention
30 public schools alone with bilingual tuition in the Frankfurt
Ar

area make it easy for the international community to settle

ne
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here. Furthermore, companies in the financial and IT sectors in
particular can recruit extremely well-educated employees from
local universities – from the Goethe University in Frankfurt
with the House of Finance, the Frankfurt School of Finance &
Management, and the TU Darmstadt (Darmstadt University of
Technology) with the House of IT.
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How living is changing

What the region has to offer
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You’ll find plenty to choose from at
www.serviceshop.frankfurt-airport.com
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What is it that makes FrankfurtRhineMain so attrac-

tive in comparison with other metropolitan regions?

The fact that it is easy to get to, and the short distances in the region.
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100 countries. More than 60 million people change flights or dis-
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embark here each year. And in less than 15 minutes they are at
Frankfurt’s main station, the busiest in Germany. And from there

r

regional and LRT connections, as well as the subway, take them all
over Frankfurt and the region in the shortest time conceivable.
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There is also a perfect infrastructure for car drivers. Every day
350,000 vehicles use the Frankfurter Kreuz intersection, where
the autobahns heading north-south and east-west intersect.
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from Gare de l’Est in Paris via Strasbourg, Baden-Baden,
Karlsruhe, and Mannheim directly to the World Club
Dome station at the Commerzbank Arena.
› worldclubdome.com

de

p it

in all the world’s big clubs. A novelty this year is the
“Forest Stage” in the middle of the Stadtwald, the city’s
woods – jungle feeling in an urban jungle. Like last year,
in 2017 as well the high-speed ICE train will morph into
the “Train Club”, the world’s fastest club: At 320 kilometres per hour and 130 beats per minute it will travel

ba

ca

Aoki, Martin Garrix, Dimitri Vegas & Like Mike, and
Hardwell, but also the biggest laser show on the Continent and stupendous fi reworks. Incidentally, DJ Sven
Väth, the “Godfather of Techno”, will also be there. In
the early 1990s it was he who made Frankfurt the capital
of Techno. He has long since been laying down the beats

Wies

e

700,000 square meters and has 20 stages, not to mention a pool area. The visitors, expected to number
around 130,000, will be able to enjoy not only over 200
of the most celebrated DJs such as Alle Farben, Deadmaus, Deichkind, Gestört aber geil, Lost Frequencies,
Kungs, Marshmello, Robin Schulz, Solomun, Steve

Excursions

THE SHORTDISTANCE REGION

at

MEGA MUSIC EVENT
Party time: The World Club Dome is celebrating its fi fth
anniversary in 2017. From 2 to 4 June the Commerzbank
Arena in Frankfurt will be transformed into the world’s
biggest club. The dance floor measures more than

//

There are 5.6 million people living in the
metropolitan region of FrankfurtRhineMain.
Nonetheless, you can still get from A to B
more quickly than in other conurbations.
We took a closer look – in terms of working
and living

ch

Crazy: For special guests the party kicks off in
Paris, from where the “Train Club” takes them to
the stadium in Frankfurt

Captivating: A giant dance floor in the
stadium, the biggest laser show on the
Continent, and stupendous fireworks

ct

Where the world’s biggest party is set to take place. Why
FrankfurtRhineMain will be resounding with Hollywood’s most
beautiful soundtracks. Where you can cook with Michelinstarred chefs. How the River Main is becoming a holiday paradise –
and 36 other insider tips from the region
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Lifestyle
Frankfurt

Europaviertel

THE ATTRACTION
OF SOMETHING NEW
The influx to the metropolitan region is also changing
life and living in FrankfurtRhineMain. A look at the most
exciting projects and the newest districts
by MARTIN ORTH (Text) AND JONAS RATERMANN (PHOTOS)

>

With two of their three sons having left home,Miranda and Andrew

Osborne knew exactly what they wanted to do: move into town. The

Dutch/English couple had lived in the Hochtaunus hills for 20 years, had enjoyed
being close to the countryside, and made friends with their neighbours. They now
rave about the Europaviertel district. Over the past few years, apartments
for nearly 10,000 people have been built on what used to be the tracks of the
former Frankfurt shunting yard. Andrew and Miranda Osborne very much liked
one in particular – on account of the 40-square-metre roof terrace. “We conduct
our private life on the terrace,” Miranda says. “In the morning we have breakfast
there, and in the evening we barbecue there.” Andrew Osborne, Operations
Director at a US company, and his wife Miranda, who works for a Dutch direct
bank, enjoy the international environment and the view of the Frankfurt skyline,
the central location, and the short distances.
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Terrace with a view
For Andrew and Miranda Osborne the
enormous roof terrace was the deciding
criterion for moving to Frankfurt
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Lifestyle

International flair
The Osbornes love Frankfurt’s
new Europaviertel district: modern,
central, international, and with a
view of the skyline

FrankfurtRhineMain very much pinpointsthe global urbanization trend. More and

more people are moving to cities, more and more international companies are
choosing the metropolitan region as the location of their European HQ. As recently
as late 2016 the major Swiss bank UBS relocated its asset management for central
Europe to Frankfurt. In 2016 the city’s population grew by 5,000 and now stands at
730,000. Among the new arrivals there were plenty of highly qualified, welltrained high earners, including from abroad. They are all looking for suitable temporary or permanent accommodation, on their own or with family. Given the high
demand, rents are rising. At 12 euros per month and square metre, Frankfurt is
now the second most expensive city in Germany. Though that might still be cheap
in comparison with London or Paris, there is still the hidden danger of suburbanization, i.e., low earners and young families moving out of town. The City of Frankfurt is endeavouring to counter this with its housing associations. By way of example, the ABG, which in the form of 51,000 apartments provides accommodation for
almost a fifth of the city’s population, is planning to build 6,500 affordable new
apartments in the coming years. As such, in addition to the Europaviertel, entirely
new districts have been constructed in Riedberg and at the Offenbach docks.
Rising rents and low interest ratesare making construction interesting for private

investors as well. The Mannheim-based company Actris, for example, which the
son of the founder of SAP, Dietmar Hopp, is behind, has built Germany’s first residential tower. In the Sachsenhäuser Berg district the Henninger Tower, the eponymous brewery’s former grain silo, was demolished and rebuilt in a similar style with
the striking barrel at the top. Further residential high-rises such as the Porsche
Design Tower and the Grand Tower are under construction in the Europaviertel district in Frankfurt. Axis at the entrance to the district is currently being rented. Downtown, a residential tower is being built on the former site of the company Degussa
overlooking the River Main. And a project by the name of “Four” envisages four new
towers, two of them for apartments, on the Deutsche Bank site on Rossmarkt.
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Frankfurt

Europaviertel
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Lifestyle
Private atmosphere
Wolfgang Weyand has taken up
residence in a communal living hotel:
Only the room and the fridge in the
kitchen have locks

New trends:
pop-up living,
shared living,
and “daycation”

//

Frankfurt

Ostend

Event manager Wolfgang Weyandhas discovered an entirely new form of living in

Frankfurt. For almost four years he has been living in a sort of communal living
hotel. Steen and Sven Rothenberger from the eponymous industrialist family in
Kelkheim at the foot of the Taunus hills have made the idea reality for the first
time in Frankfurt. In the buildings called “Lindenberg” and “Libertine” in the
Ostend and Sachsenhausen districts respectively, you can stay as long as you
want. “The trend is towards long stays”, Wolfgang Weyand says. A good 50 percent
of the ten apartments in the “Lindenberg”, where he lives on the third floor, are
rented out long term, the other 50 percent short to medium term.
Weyand refers to it as “shared living”.He shares the living room, dining room, and

kitchen with his housemates, for the most part young creatives and professionals.
The roof terrace and basement (with a cinema and gym) are also communal spaces.
“I actually live in Munich,” Wolfgang Weyand says, “but I’m often in Frankfurt
and on the road. Why should I maintain a living infrastructure I don’t need?” As
he is responsible for the German Pavilion at Expo 2017 in Kazakhstan, Wolfgang
Weyand will soon be spending several weeks in Astana. Is he going to be checking
out? “No, this is going to stay my room!”
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“Cubity” in Frankfurt’s Niederrad districtis more experimental in character. The

250-square-metre structure was built according to the “building-in-a-building”
principle. Six two-storey residential cubes are arranged in a spacious hall. Each of
the eight-square-metre cubes boasts a bed, table, chair, cabinet, and bathroom.
The generous communal area with the main market place, shared kitchen, a
gallery, and a terrace has sufficient space for communal living. The building can
be erected in six weeks in any suitable location, making it possible to live somewhere for a limited amount of time. “Pop-up living” is the name it goes by.
The US star architect Daniel Liebeskind,who has completed various projects in the

region, sees the way things are developing as something positive. “Frankfurt is a
modern, highly dynamic city. It has taken risks, which makes it interesting,”
he said in an interview with the newspaper Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung. His
advice: “In order to advance a city sustainably, you ought not just increase the size
of its footprint and develop it on a small scale. Rather you should invest in the city
The future and the past
The crane is reminiscent of Offenbach’s docks (top). Opposite, a state-of-the-art 
quarter has been built. The Henninger Tower was once Frankfurt’s landmark. The apartments in the new residential tower (below) now offer the greatest comfort

Offenbach

centre. Built-up cities are interesting cities.”

\\

Docks
Advertisement

The boom in constructionand the densification process in FrankfurtRhineMain

have already resulted in totally new forms of living. Whereas residential highrises cater first and foremost to demand in the high-end segment, more and more
boarding houses and serviced apartments for mobile managers are emerging. The
reason for this is that there are almost as many jobs in Frankfurt as there are
i nhabitants. This means that with hundreds of thousands of commuters travelling
to the city, every working day there are over a million people actually in it. Some
of them are weekend commuters. They lodge in boarding houses. For guests staying a very short time only, some hotels have started letting their rooms during the
Frankfurt

Henninger
Tower

day as well. “Daycation” is the name of the game.
In addition, there is an increasing numberof students entering the housing market.

Never before have so many young people been registered at the universities in
FrankfurtRhineMain. There were almost 47,000 at Goethe University in Frankfurt
alone. They are all looking for affordable digs in the city. Alongside halls of residence
and flat sharing, micro-apartments are a new trend. Various project developers
have begun specializing in these. Take, for example, the Offenbach docks develop-

Wirtschaftsförderung Frankfurt - Frankfurt Economic Development - GmbH
Wir sind Ihr kompetenter Ansprechpartner bei Standortangelegenheiten und
Fragen der wirtschaftlichen Entwicklung in Frankfurt am Main. Nutzen Sie
unser Service- und Informationsangebot. Ob ansässiges Unternehmen oder
interessierter Investor aus dem In- oder Ausland, ob Einzelunternehmer oder
Konzern, ob lokal oder global im Geschäft, wir stehen Ihnen zur Verfügung.
Durch unser hervorragendes Netzwerk in Stadt, Verwaltung und Wirtschaft
sowie unsere umfassenden Kenntnisse der Frankfurter Branchen können wir
Sie bei Ihren Herausforderungen und Plänen unterstützen.
Unser Service ist kostenfrei.

ment: In the direct vicinity of the Hochschule für Gestaltung (HfG) and with a view
of the European Central Bank, over 200 such apartments were finished here in 2017.
In Frankfurt a former university building, the “Philosophicum” on the Bockenheim
campus, was made into an apartment building for students and people embarking
on their careers.

Wirtschaftsförderung Frankfurt - Frankfurt Economic Development - GmbH
Hanauer Landstr. 126–128 · 60314 Frankfurt
Phone: +49 69 212 36209 · Fax: +49 69 212 9800
E-Mail: info@frankfurt-business.net · Internet: www.frankfurt-business.net

We are your competent contact partner for location matters and economic
development issues in Frankfurt am Main. Take advantage of our services and
information. No matter if you are a resident company or interested investor
from here or abroad, a sole trader or a company, a local or a global business –
we are here for you. Thanks to our outstanding network in the city, administration and business world as well as our comprehensive knowledge of industries
in Frankfurt, we can assist you with your challenges and plans.
Our service is free of charge.
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Location

As I mentioned, it is not just about banks. By way of example,
electronics giant LG recently relocated its European HQ from
London to Eschborn, just outside Frankfurt, and I’m expecting

“Frankfurt Can
BE THE BRIDGE”

Frank Röth/F.A.Z.-Foto

other international companies to follow suit. Just think about the

Frankfurt is not
just a financial centre,
but of course also
has links to a very
well-developed real
Tarek Al-Wazir
economy
Hessen Minister of Economics,

//

Energy, Transport, and Regional
Development

from Hessen have pumped more than 20 billion euros into branch
offices and production facilities in the UK, and there are more
than 350 companies in Hessen with British capital behind them,
among them well-known brands such as engine manufacturer
Rolls Royce, travel company Thomas Cook, and the large automotive supplier GKN Driveline. For companies such as these

operating in the real economy, Brexit is going to change quite a
lot of things.

To finish off, a personal question: Your home city of Offenbach
made a name for itself as an “Arrival City” at the International
Architecture Exhibition in Venice. What role does Offenbach
play in the region? Is it even the new East End of Frankfurt

What role will the FrankfurtRhineMain region play
following the Brexit vote? An interview with Tarek Al-Wazir,
Hessen’s Minister of Economics

>

close ties between companies from Hessen and the UK. Investors

RhineMain?

Offenbach is very definitely a diverse city, which following the
demise there of the leather industry, among others, has made a
name for itself as a centre for creative minds. There are some
3,000 companies in Offenbach operating in the creative industry
and there is a master plan featuring exciting projects such as the

Minister, FrankfurtRhineMain has taken on a new

Tokyo and Seoul. The impression we both got is that Frankfurt is

a highly qualified workforce; top-class universities; the best data

Innovation Campus on the former Allessa site, the Kaiserlei ser-

role as a result of the Brexit vote. How is the re-

not just on the list in these places; it is often pretty high up it. Of

infrastructure in Germany – and on top of all that office rents

vice park, Quartier 4.0 at the former freight station, as well as

gion positioning itself?

course you come across the same preconceptions everywhere,

that are really low in comparison with other big cities.

plans for enhancing the city centre. It’s not quite the “East End”

We had hoped that the outcome of the referendum would be dif-

mostly to do with German taxation and labour laws, but these

ferent; Brexit is anything but good news for Europe. But now we

can easily be refuted with cogent arguments.

have to make the best of the situation. And that is a situation in

yet, but Offenbach is making a considerable contribution to the
And the “soft facts”? After all, the Mercer 2017 Quality of Liv-

which for any number of companies in Great Britain, in particu-

Given their size, London and Frankfurt are hardly comparable.

We certainly don’t need to be shy here, on the contrary. OK, the

lar in the financial and insurance sectors, access to the EU mar-

Nonetheless: How do they differ most, and what do they have in

“Städel” is not the British Museum and the “Schirn” not the Lou-

ket is going to be more difficult. What we are telling them is that

common?

vre, but when it comes to culture, FrankfurtRhineMain is no

Frankfurt can be a bridgehead into the EU. Frankfurt is the Eu-

They are both very international cities, very old and traditional

backwater either. Quite the opposite: The region has a wealth of

rozone’s leading financial centre; hundreds of foreign banks have

cities with self-confident inhabitants, and they are both global

museums, galleries, theatres, concert halls and other cultural fa-

representations here, the ECB and Deutsche Börse Group are

air traffic hubs. As far as differences are concerned, their size is

cilities. More money is spent per capita on art and culture here

based here. These are hard facts. Frankfurt is probably one of the

naturally enough the first thing that comes to mind. That, how-

than in London and Paris. And the number of bars, restaurants

few cities in Europe that at the end of the day can actually benefit

ever, gets put into perspective if you consider that some 5.6 mil-

and clubs in Frankfurt is considerable. The fact that the work-

from Brexit. We intend to exploit that opportunity.

lion people live in the Rhine-Main commuter belt. Looking at

place and leisure-time venues are always close at hand here adds

things this way creates a different perspective, which we are

to the quality of life. No one has to travel very far to get to the

You have already been to London. How do the people you spoke

promoting accordingly. One difference we are emphasizing is

countryside. We also remind people that Frankfurt has an

to there view FrankfurtRhineMain?

that Frankfurt is not just a financial centre, but of course also has

extremely international population. If you speak English you

This is something that is not going to be decided in London alone.

links to a very well-developed real economy.

won’t have any problems here – there are even more than 30
i nternational schools for the kids.

We are talking here about international companies from other
parts of the world, whose European HQ is currently in the UK

Which “hard facts” give FrankfurtRhineMain the edge?

capital. For this reason, Volker Bouffier, the Prime Minister of

First-class transport links, not only in the air but also by road

The Brexit discussion is focussing on the financial sector. Could

Hessen, has already been to New York to champion Frankfurt as

and rail; short distances to several European capitals; an eco-

the changes also stimulate other areas of the economy in

a financial centre. In addition to London, I have also held talks in

nomically strong region with a prime need for financial services;

FrankfurtRhineMain?
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region’s momentum.

\\

ing Rankings has Frankfurt in 7th place, and London in 40th.

For the latest brochure
containing all important
information please visit
www.htai.de

Hessen Trade & Invest GmbH
advises foreign companies that
are planning to settle in, relocate to,
or expand in Hessen. It is investors’
point of contact at the state level,
provides advice about subsidies and
financing programmes, draws up
tailor-made proposals for locations
in close cooperation with regional
and local players, organizes viewings of locations and provides
support with approval procedures.
www.htai.de
www.invest-in-hessen.de

//

Excellence
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Kindergarten, school, university:
It is not only Campus Westend (below)
at Goethe University in Frankfurt that
has an international format

EDUCATION
INTERNATIONAL

S
ITIE

/S
T

S/
Ge

tt

yI

m

ag

es

RS
VE
I
UN

A

n
pi

g

Vi

si

on

FrankfurtRhineMain is becoming more and more international.
This is also reflected in the diverse educational facilities
in the region – from bilingual kindergartens and international
schools to English-language Master’s degree courses
By Julia Söhngen

>

In the next few years,Frankfurt/Main could well

already reach the 50-percent mark with regard to

inhabitants with a migration background. In 2016 the figure already stood at 47 percent, among people in gainful employment

SC

H

O

O

L

S

at 64 percent even. In the Frankfurt/Main branch of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry (IHK), which also includes the
districts Hochtaunus and Main-Taunus-Kreis, almost one in five
of all member companies have an international background. That
is the highest rate in Germany and demonstrates the region’s attractiveness and internationality. The educational opportunities
are a pivotal argument in terms of the influx of people from
abroad and in particular international firms settling here. FrankfurtRhineMain comes top in this respect, too.
An almost incalculable numberof bilingual nurseries, half

a dozen big international schools in the region, not to mention
30 public schools alone with bilingual tuition in the Frankfurt
A

area make it easy for the international community to settle
here. Furthermore, companies in the financial and IT sectors in
particular can recruit extremely well-educated employees from
local universities – from the Goethe University in Frankfurt
with the House of Finance, the Frankfurt School of Finance &
Management, and the TU Darmstadt (Darmstadt University of
stle
/dp
a

\\
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Excellence
International kindergartens
teach children a new language
and culture as they play

SELECTION OF INTERNATIONAL
NURSERIES

International

NURSERIES

>

The international and bilingualnurseries in the metropolitan region

of FrankfurtRhineMain are as diverse as the international commu-

nity. They range from kindergartens at the big international schools to nurseries
with a particular educational thrust and initiatives by foreign communities.
For the most part,two educational staff members work in the small groups of chil-

dren – a German native speaker and a non-native speaker. The “immersion method” involves children learning a foreign language as they go, playing, with the
help of gestures and visualization, but without compulsion and pressure. At the
same time they come into contact with lots of different cultures and as a matter of
course develop an open mind – for example with regard to different appearances,
strange food, and other customs. They become curious about as opposed to wary
of strangers.
When choosing a bilingual nursery,however, parents should pay particular atten-

tion to what bilingual actually means in the facility. It makes a big difference
whether a native speaker appears in the nursery for one hour a week or whether a
foreign-language educator is a permanent member of the group and actually talks
to the children in his/her native tongue. However, parents whose children only
learn the foreign language at kindergarten should not expect them to still master
it after they leave, unless they continue the learning process. For enduring success
they should make use of the bilingual opportunities at primary and secondary
school as well.

\\

Frankfurt
Kindergarten of Frankfurt
International School
www.fis.edu
Kindergarten of Internationale
Schule Frankfurt
www.isf-net.de
Kindergarten of the European
School Frankfurt
www.esffm.org
Kindergarten of the Metropolitan
School
www.m-school.de
AWO Kita dOSTluk
(German-Turkish kindergarten)
www.awo-frankfurt.de
International Bilingual
Montessori School
www.ibms-frankfurt.de
Erasmus Kindergarten Frankfurt
(trade fair and Riedberg)
www.lehrerkooperative.de/kinder
gaerten/erasmus-kindergarten.html
Nedzabudka
(German-Russian kindergarten)
www.nezabudka.de
Chinese-German
bilingual nursery (ICDP)
www.icdp-ev.org
Bad Homburg
Accadis Kindergarten
www.school.accadis.com
Kindergarten of the Main Taunus
International School (MTIS)
www.mt-is.eu/de
Bad Vilbel
Kindergarten of the European
School RheinMain
(for 4 and 5-year olds)
www.es-rm.eu
Dreieich
Kindergarten of Strothoff
International School
strothoff-international-school.com
Königstein
Kids Camp Königstein
www.kidscamp-koenigstein.de

Wiesbaden
Les Canetons
www.canetons.de
Kita Mini Amigos
www.miniamigos.de
Obermayr Kindergarten
www.obermayr-education.com
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Offenbach
Erasmus Mehrsprachiges
Bildungshaus
www.erasmus-offenbach.de/
kindergarten

//

Excellence
SELECTION OF INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOLS

International

SCHOOLS

Small classes,
individual tuition,
many languages

//

>

The open-minded attitude at international
schools has a life-long influence on young people

More and more parentsin FrankfurtRhineMain are choosing a

school with a bilingual section, or even an international school

for their children. In the Frankfurt area alone 30 public schools offer bilingual
tuition. Compared with other countries, the standard is extraordinarily high.
At the seven international schools in the region the children are taught in line
with international timetables, which makes moving to a school in a different
country possible at any time.
Basically, international schoolsare not just interesting for the children of for-

eigners. More and more German families are choosing this type of education
for their child. Among other things, they rate the tuition in two or even three
languages and the small classes, which are intended to promote individual
teaching of the children. Furthermore, most of them are all-day schools with
additional work groups in the afternoon and guaranteed opening times in the
holidays, such that parents have no need to look for additional out-of-school
supervision or a place in an after-school care centre.
Yet all this also comes at a price,especially as most of these schools are private

and charge fees. This is because the independently funded schools are nonprofit-making and the fees serve to cover costs. These include the cost of
schooling, on top of which there is the cost of meals, afternoon activities, and
supervision until the evening.
Incidentally, a private school is deemedto be an “alternative school” if it offers

courses and leaving certificates which are offered, or at least envisaged, in the
same or a comparable form at state schools. They serve, as it were, as an “alternative”; the school-leaving certificates awarded at them are equal to those
awarded at state schools. “Alternative schools” are subject to legal supervision
by the state and must as a matter of principle adhere to the valid state curricula.
Pupils at international schoolsleave with an International Baccalaureate

Diploma, which under certain conditions entitles them to study at German

Thomas Barwick/STS/Getty Images

universities. Things are different in the case of national schools such as the
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French School in Frankfurt. Pupils their can take the French Baccalauréat
and what is known as an Abibac, a German-French “Abitur”, the German
school-leaving certificate. Both countries recognize this as a qualification for
higher education.

\\

Frankfurt International School
(Oberursel)
www.fis.edu
Frankfurt International School
(Wiesbaden Campus)
www.fis.edu
ISF International School
Frankfurt-Rhein-Main
(Frankfurt-Sindlingen)
www.isf.sabis.net
European School Frankfurt
(Frankfurt-Hausen)
www.esffm.org
Metropolitan School Frankfurt
(Frankfurt-Rödelheim)
www.m-school.de
Strothoff International School
(Dreieich)
strothoff-international-school.com
European School Rhein-Main
(Bad Vilbel)
www.es-rm.eu
Bilingual (English-German)
accadis International School
(Bad Homburg)
www.accadis.com
Erasmus School
(Frankfurt)
www.erasmus-frankfurt.de
Erasmus School
(Offenbach)
www.erasmus-offenbach.de
International Bilingual
Montessori School
(Frankfurt-Westend)
www.ibms-frankfurt.de
Kids Camp Bilingual Primary School
(Königstein)
www.kidscamp-koenigstein.de
Main/Taunus International School
(Friedrichsdorf)
www.mt-is.eu
Obermayr International School
(Taunusstein)
www.obermayr-education.com
Phorms Campus Frankfurt City
(Frankfurt)
www.frankfurt.phorms.de
Phorms Campus Frankfurt Taunus
(Steinbach)
www.frankfurt-taunus.phorms.de
PbG – Private bilinguale
Ganztagsschule
(Wiesbaden)
www.pbg-wiesbaden.de
State International School
(Seeheim-Jugenheim)
www.schuldorf.de
Bilingual (public)
Goethe Gymnasium
(Frankfurt)
www.gg-ffm.de
Lichtenbergschule Gymnasium
(Darmstadt)
ls.cabacos.de

//

Excellence
Students strike up conversation in Café Rotunde
on Campus Westend

International

UNIVERSITIES

>

SELECTED IMPORTANT
UNIVERSITIES
Frankfurt
Goethe University Frankfurt
www.uni-frankfurt.de
Frankfurt University
of Applied Sciences
www.frankfurt-university.de
Frankfurt School
of Finance & Management
www.frankfurt-school.de
Städelschule –
State Academy for Fine Arts
www.staedelschule.de
Academy of Music
and Performing Arts
www.hfmdk-frankfurt.info

When it comes to recruiting,the university landscape in Frankfurt

RhineMain offers international companies no less than four top ad-

dresses: two outstanding universities and two excellent business schools. The
Goethe University in Frankfurt with the House of Finance and the TU Darmstadt
with the House of IT. Both have a corresponding focus.
With almost 47,000 students,Goethe University in Frankfurt is the third largest

in Germany and one of the 150 best universities in the world. Its motto “Wissenschaft für die Gesellschaft” (Scholarship for Society) harks back to its foundation;
this was the result in 1914 of a private initiative on the part of Frankfurt citizens
and it was the first German university to be funded through an endowment. With

Darmstadt
TU Darmstadt
www.tu-darmstadt.de

16 departments and five campuses (Westend, Riedberg, Bockenheim, Niederrad,
Ginnheim) it is still today a “universitas” in the true sense of the word. The number of English-language courses is rising constantly. Alongside 23 Master’s degree

Offenbach
Hochschule für Gestaltung
www.hfg-offenbach.de

courses in English, the Goethe Business School offers a part-time Master’s degree
in Finance in English.

Oestrich-Winkel
European Business School
www.ebs.de

At TU Darmstadt, the natural and social sciences,not to mention the humanities,

work closely with the engineering sciences. “The University of Technology in

Wiesbaden
RheinMain University
www.hs-rm.de

Darmstadt is well on the way to becoming established as one of the top start-up
universities in Germany,” its Progress Report reads. The university is spread across
two campuses in the city, Stadtmitte and Lichtwiese. More than 26,000 students

Geisenheim
Hochschule Geisenheim University
www.hs-geisenheim.de

are enrolled on 112 courses. The university offers five English-language Master’s
degree courses.

Kronberg
Kronberg Academy
www.kronbergacademy.de

Only recently, in early 2017,the Frankfurt School of Finance and Management was

voted best German business school in terms of the employability of its graduates.
At the state-recognized private university students can enrol on full-time or partThe European Business School in the Rheingau region, which is likewise private,
is one of the top places to study business and law.
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time courses (which they attend parallel to working) held in German and English.

Bad Homburg
Accadis University
www.accadis.com

//

Ideas

MAKING MONEY
OUT OF BAGGAGE
Sound skills and outstanding customer service – how
Gal Zentner at Frankfurt airport turned a niche company
into E
 urope’s prime address for luggage repairs
By Judith Reker (Text) und Jens Ihnken (Photos)

>

Gal Zentner has framed his first contract.An unremarkable crum-

bled piece of paper with pencilled words that are already fading. The

customer’s name is barely legible; he flew from Frankfurt to Prague on 11 August
2015. “We cheered and celebrated,” recalls Zentner today. “We totted up 25 cases
in our first month.” Cases as in damaged suitcases are his line of business.
Gal Zentner repairs suitcases,bags and baby strollers that did not survive a flight

intact. He is paid by airlines, but in his day-to-day business deals with the
u nhappy passengers whose luggage landed on the airport’s baggage conveyor belt
minus wheels or with a broken handle. Zentner’s company Dolfi1920 offers such
people a door-to-door service: The item of luggage is collected, repaired, and
returned, but if it is beyond repair customers can choose a new suitcase from the
firm’s online shop. Word of the excellent service has got around: Today, Zentner
co-operates with over a hundred airlines throughout Europe. After handling 25
“cases” the first month, last year the firm dealt with 190,000 repairs.
The picture frame with the first contracthangs in the office of the person who took

it on back then: Zentner’s mother-in-law. She was one of the first employees and
is still involved today. Indeed, the family plays a big role if you want to understand
how Gal Zentner from Tel Aviv became an entrepreneur in Frankfurt. Dolfi1920 is
named after Gal’s grandfather Adolf Zentner. Dolfi was his nickname, and he was
born in 1920. Dolfi Zentner already ran a business with leather goods in the second
generation.
Gal Zentner’s grandfather is no longer alive,but his 93-year-old grandmother,

who comes from Berlin, “still watches German TV with the volume so loud that
the whole neighbourhood has to listen, too,” says the grandson and laughs. “Her
favourite programme is ‘Wer wird Millionär?’ (Who will become a millionaire?)”.
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Gal Zentner, Managing
Director of Dolfi1920, has
a solution for every case

//

Ideas

The leather goods
fair in O
 ffenbach altered
Gal Zentner’s life

//

Love brought Gal Zentner to Germany.In 2001, he accompanied his father to the

Damaged luggage items are
collected, repaired, and returned –
190,000 times a year

leather goods fair in Offenbach, where he met his wife. After a year of a long-
distance relationship he packed his bags and moved to Frankfurt. The fact that some
members of his family come from Germany made it easier for him, he says. “I had
already been interested in the country, language and culture for quite some years.”
The first delivery of the dayhas just arrived in Kelsterbach, where Dolfi1920 is

money was returned, the fish thrown away. The doll was deflated, and carefully

based. A truckload full of hard-shell cases, soft sided cases, expensive cases, sim-

folded and placed back in the repaired suitcase again. The cheerful, relaxed at-

ple cases, cases in all sizes and colours. On two spacious floors 53 people work

mosphere at the company pays off: Not only Zentner’s mother-in-law has been

diligently, but without stress – in the enormous workshop, the warehouse, deliv-

there for a long time; generally, fluctuation amongst employees is low. Zentner is

ery area, the offices. People are on first name terms, and even the boss is just called

“a little proud,” of his successful cooperation with the Praunheimer Werkstätten,

“Gal”. Zentner comes to work wearing jeans, T-shirt and sneakers. The 39-year-

an organisation that supports disabled persons. Zentner first approached them

old greets his employees with a fist bump. “I still really love to be in the workshop

seven years ago; the first person he employed back then still works for the firm,

and repair stuff myself,” he says “but unfortunately I have little time for that

and others have since joined. Following an introductory phase Zentner took them

today”. After all, apart from the headquarters in Kelsterbach, he also regularly

on full-time. “They are great employees, we are very grateful to have them, and

visits three other workshops distributed throughout Europe, and a contact centre

they are very grateful for the job.”

in Warsaw to ensure things are okay.
Zentner is seldom at a loss for an answer.Only the question about his free time
He grew up with the smell of leather and glue,and already fixed bags and cases as

sees him speechless. “Free time?!” However, he does go on holiday to Israel twice

a child. Afterwards, he learned the trade in his father’s leather bag factory. “My

a year with his wife and two children. And then it is really important for him to go

father was strict,” he relates, “I had to start as a messenger, carry things, and only
then was I allowed to do repairs. I worked my way through every phase of the
process.” Today, he looks back on this time as having been the best possible preparation for his current job.

Gal Zentner still most enjoys
being in the workshop – when
time allows

to the beach every day, because that is the only thing that he misses in Germany.
Sometimes when he says that, Frankfurt locals say to him: “but we have the
Main!” That makes him smile. “The Main embankment with its broad grass verges
and cafes has become a really attractive spot in recent years – but you still cannot
compare a riverbank to a beach.”

However, there are some thingsyou simply cannot be prepared for. For example,

the surprises hiding inside suitcases. Normally, damaged cases that arrive at the

Rather than think about free time,Zentner prefers to think about his business. He

workshop are supposed to be empty. But you would not believe just what repairers

keeps his eyes and ears open for new ways of making customer service even better.

have found: a large amount of cash, sewn into the seam of the suitcase, whole fish,

He recently introduced WhatsApp. Now passengers can also have their baggage

and a case full of pistols. “One employee got the shock of his life when a fully

claims processed via the chat service. “It’s really popular with those who use

inflated sex doll shot out of a case at him,” relates Gal Zentner and laughs. The

WhatsApp anyway.”
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Scene

BCB WORLD CLUB DOME

Not to be missed:
Only in FRM
Where the world’s biggest party is set to take place. Why
FrankfurtRhineMain will be resounding with Hollywood’s most
beautiful soundtracks. Where you can cook with Michelinstarred chefs. How the River Main is becoming a holiday paradise –
and 36 other insider tips from the region

Crazy: For special guests the party kicks off in
Paris, from where the “Train Club” takes them to
the stadium in Frankfurt

Captivating: A giant dance floor in the
stadium, the biggest laser show on the
Continent, and stupendous fireworks

MEGA MUSIC EVENT
Party time: The World Club Dome is celebrating its fifth

anniversary in 2017. From 2 to 4 June the Commerzbank
Arena in Frankfurt will be transformed into the world’s
biggest club. The dance floor measures more than
700,000 square meters and has 20 stages, not to mention a pool area. The visitors, expected to number
around 130,000, will be able to enjoy not only over 200
of the most celebrated DJs such as Alle Farben, Deadmaus, Deichkind, Gestört aber geil, Lost Frequencies,
Kungs, Marshmello, Robin Schulz, Solomun, Steve
Aoki, Martin Garrix, Dimitri Vegas & Like Mike, and
Hardwell, but also the biggest laser show on the Continent and stupendous fireworks. Incidentally, DJ Sven
Väth, the “Godfather of Techno”, will also be there. In
the early 1990s it was he who made Frankfurt the capital
of Techno. He has long since been laying down the beats
in all the world’s big clubs. A novelty this year is the
“Forest Stage” in the middle of the Stadtwald, the city’s
woods – jungle feeling in an urban jungle. Like last year,
in 2017 as well the high-speed ICE train will morph into
the “Train Club”, the world’s fastest club: At 320 kilometres per hour and 130 beats per minute it will travel
from Gare de l’Est in Paris via Strasbourg, Baden-Baden,

Bernd Kammerer/dpa

Karlsruhe, and Mannheim directly to the World Club
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Dome station at the Commerzbank Arena.
› worldclubdome.com

//

Scene

MEETING POINTS & NETWORKS
W here do people meet in London? For a discreet chat, in one of the gentlemen’s

clubs. Or for a drink, in one of the quaint pubs. This very British culture can also
be found in FrankfurtRhineMain. The Union International Club prides itself on
being the “premier address for dialogue between cultures and nations”. And the
numerous pubs and craft breweries in the region are popular meeting places for
Hannes Windrath/Backschaft

the international community. Distilleries are also more likely to be found in the
United Kingdom, but a vibrant scene with top-class, internationally sought-after
products has emerged in the region.

3
FRANKFURT

WIESBADEN

MÖMBRIS

1 O’Reilly’s Irish PubFor many

4 Irish PubA piece of Dublin in

7 Edelbrennerei DirkerThe or-

visitors, this Irish pub is the first
thing they see when they come out
of Frankfurt Central Station. It
serves down-to-earth Irish and
British food and draft and craft
beers, not to mention a fine selection of gins and whiskies. Sporting
events are shown on large-screen
TVs. There is karaoke on Fridays
and Saturdays.
› oreillys.com/frankfurt

the middle of Wiesbaden. The quaint
interior adds to the special atmosphere, as do the pleasant staff behind the bar – most of them Irish.
Irish folklore in the form of live music
played on the banjo, bodhran, and
fiddle ensure there’s a good mood.
› theirish.pub/wiesbaden

chards owned by Arno Dirker’s
family gave him the idea of enticing
the spirit out of the fruit they produce. His range of products embraces traditional, regional ingredients
just as much as Tonka beans and
vanilla. “Der Kahlgrund brennt”
is an event well worth visiting. The
“Distilleries’ Open Day” gives 13
distillers in the region an opportunity
to demonstrate the art of distilling.
› dirker.de
› der-kahlgrund-brennt.de

2 naïv Craft Beer Bar
An unconventional concept; a place
of “childish simplicity and honest
diversity” is how those who run
the bar describe it. It is possibly the
best place for beer tastings in
Frankfurt. In the restaurant there
is a choice of between 90 and 100
sorts of beer, and the store even
has 120 on sale. But not everything
revolves around beer; there is gin
and tonic available as well. Diversity
rather than simplicity.
› naiv-frankfurt.de

OFFENBACH

Top Magazin Frankfurt

3 BackschaftA passenger ship
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that is over 100 years old is the new
place to be on the banks of the
River Main in Offenbach. Down to
earth, regional and seasonal, and
all of a very high standard is how
best to describe the Backschaft
cuisine. The “Spelunke” bar is below
water level and has a highly
polished brass counter. Extremely
charming.
› backschaft-offenbach.de

5 BraumanufakturA brewery in
a spa town!? Why not? Long-forgotten beers and brewing styles are
brought to life and reinterpreted
here. There is even an exclusive
partnership agreement with the upmarket hotel “Radisson Blue
Schwarzer Bock”: As such, Wiesbaden 1486 Pale Ale is served
only at the hotel bar.
› wiesbadener.beer

KRIFTEL

6 Obsthof am BergThe brothers
Holger and Ralf Henrich from the
fruit-producing town of Kriftel, which
is between Frankfurt and Wiesbaden, are part of the international
distilling elite and have been honoured several times at “Destillata”,
the world’s largest distilling awards
ceremony. “Gin Sieben”, which
spiritualizes the Frankfurt “Grüne
Soße” tradition with juniper in an
extremely satisfying way, is also
distilled here.
› obsthof-am-berg.de

BUSINESS-CLUBS

8 Lions Club International

9 Rotary ClubThe Rotary Club
Frankfurt was founded in 1927 as the
second club in Germany. Now
there are more than three dozen in
FRM. The members of this global
network come from economically
and socially important institutions
and seek to promote global understanding.
› frankfurt-am-main.rotary.de
10 Union International Club
For over 60 years now the club
has been the meeting place of leaders from the worlds of business,
politics, culture, and diplomacy and
lives off the lively exchange between its members. Registered as
a non-profit making club, it sees itself as Frankfurt’s premier address
for dialogue between cultures
and nations and as a mirror of the
international city that Frankfurt is.
› union-club.com

The Lions organisation is celebrating its 100th anniversary in 2017.
There are more than a dozen clubs
in Frankfurt alone. Taking as their
motto “We Serve”, all members
pledge to put service to others before
their personal benefit. Alongside
social goals, Lions also promote
cultural projects and champion understanding between the peoples
of the world, tolerance, humani
tarianism, and education.
› lc-frankfurt-am-main.de
Genussakademie
The “Genussakademie” is one
of the biggest cookery schools
in the region. Here you can receive professional tuition from
starred and top chefs or attend
one of the many culinary events,
listen to the wise words of the
teacher, and sample delicacies
to your heart’s content. Never
anything but delicious.
› genussakademie.de
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Scene

Aschaffenburg

1 Africa-Caribbean Festival

Kronberg Academy The international
cultural institution is considered to be the
most important training facility for young
string players in Europe. Thanks to its
events – for example the eponymous fes
tival held every two years – Kronberg
becomes a global meeting place. This year
it will be held from 28 September to 3
October and its motto is “In eine neue Welt”
(Into a New World). It will feature concerts
by soloists, chamber and full orchestras,
as well as public workshops. There is also
an accompanying programme with, among
other things, presentations by internationally renowned violin makers.
› kronbergacademy.de

This event, which takes as its motto
“One Race… human!”, has been attracting tens of thousands of visitors
to Aschaffenburg for 20 years now.
German and international superstars,
celebrities, and newcomers take turns
to perform and transform the festival
site into a melting pot of good vibrations.
› karibik-festival.de

Darmstadt

2 Darmstadt Days of Art Nouveau

Lutz Sternstein

The Darmstadt Days of Art Nouveau
will be held from 19 to 21 May. Taking as
its motto “A Night in Yellow”, the Illumination Festival on 20 May will turn
Mathildenhöhe into a sea of yellow light.
There will be surprises galore at the big
family festival on Sunday in the plane
tree grove (Platanenhain), and not just
for youngsters.
› darmstadt-tourismus.de

Frankfurt

4 Frankfurter Apple Wine Festival

Wiesbaden/Rheingau

5 MuseumsuferfestEvery year on

Every year there are several hundred street festivals, markets, fairs, and open-air

events in FrankfurtRhineMain. Typical events such as the Apple Wine Festival in
Frankfurt, the well-established Rheingau Musik Festival and the Museumsuferfest, which is well known far beyond the region, are defining. The European Central Bank also plays its part. This year the focus of the Cultural Days will be on
Spain. The Kronberg Academy Festival is a real gem. For an entire week, highly
Frank Rumpenhorst/dpa

talented musicians transform the small town in the idyllic setting of the Taunus
hills into a stage for internationally acclaimed concerts.
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6 German Jazz FestivalIn 2017 the
100th anniversary of the first recording
in the history of Jazz will be celebrated
at numerous venues. The German Jazz
Festival from 25 to 29 October will
even embrace Gospel, the spiritual
heartbeat of all Afro-American music.
The New York Gospel reviver and
Grammy winner Cory Henry will kick off
the event at Alte Oper together with the
hr Big Band.
› jazzfestival.hr2-kultur.de

5

the last weekend of August, Frankfurt
celebrates itself and in particular its
unique line of museums along the
banks of the River Main. The festival
is regarded as one of Europe’s most
spectacular art and culture festivals;
there is an extremely wide range of
stage events and the museums on both
sides of the river stay open until late
in the evening. Accompanied by music,
the closing fireworks on Sunday evening are well worth seeing.
› museumsuferfest.de

6

7 Rheingau Musik Festival
This year the Rheingau Musik Festival
is 30 years old. What started out as a
small society has, over the course of
time, morphed into an international cultural institution with an excellent
reputation. The Rheingau Musik Festival
is regarded as one of Germany’s leading music events. From 24 June until
2 September the Rheingau region will
once again be transformed into a giant
concert stage.
› rheingau-musik-festival.de

HR/Sascha Rheker

Apple wine culture is very much a
part of the Frankfurt lifestyle. The locals will be celebrating their “national
drink” from 11 to 20 August at a festival
on Rossmarkt devoted to the region’s
favourite beverage. Alongside various
stage acts there will be traditional
“Apfelwein” and trendy mixed drinks.
› frankfurt-tourismus.de

STAGES & FESTIVALS
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ECBFor 14 years now the European
Central Bank has been presenting an
EU Member State at the Cultural
Days. This year it is Spain. True to the
motto “United in Diversity”, it becomes
apparent time and again that the
p articular wealth of the EU lies in its
d iverse culture. Featuring the hr
Symphony Orchestra, the opening concert “Europe Open Air” on 24 August
at Weseler Werft is a particular highlight.
› www.ecb.europa.eu

8 Rheingau Wine WeekFrom 11 to
20 August the area between Marktkirche, Rathaus, and Stadtschloss in
the centre of Wiesbaden will once again
become the world’s biggest wine bar.
Wine, sparkling wine, and other culinary
delights from the region will be served
at some 100 stands. Cheers!
› wiesbaden.de

Georg Knoll/dpa

3 European Cultural Days of the

7

//

Scene
SPORT & LEISURE TIME
Stand-up paddling on the River Main, cycling

u nder water, parachuting with no parachute –

FrankfurtRhineMain offers unique ways of staying fit and having fun at the same time. If you like
things to be a bit more sedate you can relax with a
round of golf on one of Germany’s most beautiful
courses.

ODENWALD

3 Felsenmeer near Lauterbach
The rock formation, which looks as if
a giant had rolled large stones down the
slope, offers families with kids lots of
climbing fun. If you make it right to the
top, there is a kiosk with drinks, snacks,
and all sorts of sweets waiting, before
it is time for you to make your way down
the 300-million-year-old natural mon
ument again. If you don’t like climbing
you can take the winding path.
› felsenmeer-informationszentrum.de

4

times? Can fairy tales be sung? What does a sea
of rocks look like? And what does a trip on
Wiesbaden’s quirkiest landmark feel like? There
are innumerable excursions and fun for all the
family to be had in FrankfurtRhineMain.

1 Main- und Opernspiele
The “Mainspiele” are regarded as the
largest range of summer holiday play
activities for kids up to 18 years old.
Established to mark the city of Frankfurt’s 1200th anniversary in 1994,
the event has become an ever-popular
feature between Eiserner Steg and
Untermainbrücke. No sooner is it over
there than the mobile playground
moves to Opernplatz and Taunusanlage
for the Opernspiele, which last until
the end of the summer holidays. Incidentally, almost all the activities are free!
› abenteuerspielplatz.de
HANAU

2 Brothers Grimm Festival
Fairy tales are enchanting. Throughout
time, and for all age groups. With
great attention paid to detail, the performances of the original material in Hanau,
whether as a classic play or a captivating musical, are highly recommended.
A great experience for the whole family.
This year from 12 May to 30 July.
› festspiele.hanau.de
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W hat was it like in the Taunus hills in Roman

FRANKFURT

5 Schloss Freudenberg,
Nerobergbahn, Opelbad
At Schloss Freudenberg adults and
children go on a journey of discovery involving all their senses, each in their
own way. Everyday phenomena are examined in various experience stations,
artworks, plazas, and spaces, and
literally offer new approaches. And if
you are in Wiesbaden anyway, you
really should go on the city’s “quirkiest
landmark”: Built in 1888, the Nero
bergbahn is the oldest water-ballast-driven cable car in Germany. If the weather
is good you can then go for a dip in
the listed Opelbad swimming pool.
› schlossfreudenberg.de
› eswe-verkehr.de/nerobergbahn
› wiesbaden.de

1 Aqua CyclingCycling in 30-degree

4 SkydivingIn late 2017 the world’s

water? What at first sounds a little
strange turns out to be effective training,
as this new sport requires endurance,
strength, coordination, and agility.
What’s more, even the lowest loads and
pressure on your joints and spine get
all the muscles in the body in shape. This
is bound to put you in a good mood.
› genki-sport.de

largest indoor skydiving complex is due
to open near Frankfurt. In a glass space
measuring 5.3 metres in diameter and
21 metres in height, flying, mankind’s
oldest dream, will become reality.
Children as young as four will be able to
test the wind tunnel, and it will be an
ideal training venue for parachutists.
› facebook.com/flyvision.net

FRANKFURT

KRONBERG

2 Stand-up PaddlingStanding on

5 Golf und Landclub Kronberg

a board, you paddle away as if you were
canoeing on the River Main. Because
you train your arms, legs, body, coor
dination, and balance all at the same
time, stand-up paddling is as good as a
complete workout. And you don’t have
to be a surfer to enjoy it. Moreover,
seeing Frankfurt from a totally new perspective is certainly something special!
› wsrm-academy.de

The Kronberg Golf Club has extremely
close ties with Schloss Friedrichshof,
where the eldest daughter of Queen
Victoria resided after the death of
her husband, German Emperor Frede
rick III. She was extremely fond of
the palace’s grounds, which form part
of the golf course. Incidentally, as early
as 1914 people were teeing off in the
area between what are now holes six to
ten. Thanks to the magnificent mature
trees, this is regarded as one of Germany’s most beautiful golf courses.
› gc-kronberg.de

like football, has its origins in England
and whose various versions are par
ticularly popular in countries belonging
to the British Commonwealth. An
English saying describes it as follows:
“Football is a game for gentlemen
played by thugs and rugby a game for
thugs played by gentlemen.” Inci
dentally, rugby was the founding sport
and as such it is the oldest sport
played by the traditional Frankfurt
Sports Club SC 1880.
› sc1880.de

OFFENBACH

6 CrossFit Circus Maximus
CrossFit was developed in 1980 in the
USA and is a universal fitness regimen
for increasing strength, endurance,
coordination, and agility, on which many
top athletes’ training and fitness programmes are based. The strenuous
cult sport is regarded as one of the
fastest-growing ways of keeping fit.
› crossfitcircusmaximus.de

2

WIESBADEN

Arne Dedert/dpa

CHILDREN & FAMILY

Rabsch/laif

4 Saalburg Roman Fort and Hessen

3

KELSTERBACH

3 RugbyRugby is a team sport which,

TAUNUS

park Open-air MuseumAt Saalburg,
the only Roman fort in the world to
have been reconstructed, visitors travel
back in time in the footsteps of the
Romans. Guided tours and activity programmes bring the era to life for all
age groups. An excursion to the Hessen
park Open-air Museum gives visitors
an idea of what things were like 100 to
400 years ago in rural Hessen. Hands-on
activities feature topics such as herb
collecting, fairy tales, and winegrowing.
› www.saalburgmuseum.de
› hessenpark.de

BAD SODEN

//

Scene
Bad Homburg

1 Kur Royal Day SpaIn former
times emperors, kings, and princes
took baths in mineral water here, or
were treated with Bad Homburg healing
clay. Nowadays what was originally the
therapy building is devoted to medical
wellness. Visitors can avail themselves
of amenities ranging from a sole relax
ation bath, a caldarium and an odorium,
to vapour baths with herb fragrances,
and a sand and light bath.
› kur-royal.de

Darmstadt
English Theatre Founded in 1979,
today it is the largest English-language
theatre in Continental Europe. With its
broad-based repertoire ranging from
classical theatre and musicals to parodies, the English Theatre is without doubt
one of the highlights of Frankfurt’s
cultural scene. In the affiliated “James
the Bar” there are regular readings and
live music. The matinee programmes are
geared in particular to youngsters and
schoolchildren.
› english-theatre.de

2 JugendstilbadThe former mu
nicipal baths were opened in 1909 and
lovingly restored and modernized
between 2005 and 2008. The beautiful
sauna and bathing landscape is a
marvellous place in which to relax, while
in the spa area guests can enjoy massages and treatments from the world’s
different cultures.
› jugendstilbad.de

Frankfurt

3 Meridian Day SpaLocated on the
roof of the Skyline Plaza mall in the new
Europaviertel district, the MeridianSpa
measures some 10,000 square metres,
making it Frankfurt’s largest premiumsegment fitness and wellness facility.
The view of the Frankfurt skyline is likewise second to none.
› meridianspa.de

6

FITNESS & WELLNESS
A workout beneath the clouds, or wellness in the ambiance of a Roman steam

bath – if you want to recharge your batteries there are exclusive ways of doing so
in FrankfurtRhineMain. The top of the Main Tower in Frankfurt is home to
Europe’s highest fitness studio. The state capital Wiesbaden, however, is known
and relaxation purposes. In earlier times princes and kings came to Bad Homburg
Thomas Ott

to relax, hence the name “Kur Royal”.
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Oliver Hebel Fotografie

for its hot springs, which as long as 2,000 years ago the Romans used for healing

4 Prime Time FitnessThe Main
Tower is famous for its viewing platform,
but it is also a great place for doing
sports – and not only by climbing the
1,090 steps to the top. After all, Europe’s highest fitness studio is on the
53rd and 54th floors, at a height of
200 metres, and affords a breath-taking 270-degree view of Mainhattan.
› primetime-fitness.de

5 The Spa Steigenberger Frank
furter HofThe art of wellbeing is
celebrated in an exclusive form in the
Frankfurter Hof hotel. Be it carefully
compiled beauty treatments, relaxation
rituals, or spa treatments from all over
the world – here you can start the
day fresh and recuperated or relax after
successful business.
› thespa.steigenberger.com

Wiesbaden

6 Kaiser-Friedrich-Therme
Thanks to the “aquis mattiacis”, the
hot springs, Wiesbaden became a spa
town as long as 2,000 years ago.
As such, the nude bathing and wellness
oasis was built on the foundations
of a roman steam bath that once stood
here. Even today, in the Kaiser-Fried
rich-Therme one feels committed to
the tradition of a healthy body.
› wiesbaden.de

//

Scene
Composer of film music
Hans Zimmer: From Frankfurt
to Hollywood and back

HOLLYWOOD FILM MUSIC LIVE
One Oscar, two Golden Globes, four Grammys: Hans Zimmer is one

of the most successful contemporary film score composers. He is
now touring for the first time and on 9 June 2017, together with
band, orchestra, and choir, will be playing in the Commerzbank
Arena in Frankfurt. And not by chance: Zimmer was born in Frankfurt in 1957 and grew up in nearby Königstein im Taunus. His father
was the notable chemical engineer Hans Zimmer. As a six-year-old,
Hans Junior gave up the classical piano lessons his mother had arranged. Even today he still says: “The most important thing for a
musician is to learn to hear. Not learn to play.” As a schoolboy in
London he played in bands. Later on there, he got to know the English film composer Stanley Myers and assisted him for several years.
In what are now 30 years in Hollywood, he has composed the music
for over 100 films.
Hans Zimmer is actually rather shy, preferring to hide away in his

windowless studio in Santa Monica. He recently admitted that he
had “incredible stage fright”. For years, friends urged him in vain to
give concerts. He was always unsure as to whether anyone would
turn up. It was only after two shows in London that he decided to go
on tour. The fact that it is at all possible to attract tens of thousands
of people to an arena with film music is down to Zimmer. It was the
self-confessed fan of Ennio Morricone (Once Upon a Time in the
West) who actually put the genre of film music in the limelight,
with music for films such as Pirates of the Caribbean, The Dark
Knight, Inception, and The Lion King, for which in 1995 he received
an Oscar for the Best Original Score. In Frankfurt he will be playing
pieces from all these films, not to mention the music to Rain Man
starring Tom Cruise and Dustin Hoffman, which in 1988 marked
the start of his career in Hollywood and earned him his first Oscar
nomination.
› hans-zimmer.com
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Piano or red carpet:
The two worlds of Hans Zimmer
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Discoveries

IT’S ALL ABOUT
THE PASSENGERS
Be it winding down in the Relaxation World, working in
the Business World, or having fun in the Family World –
airport operator Fraport is forever endeavouring to
enhance its range of services to deliver an even better
passenger experience at Frankfurt airport
By Joachim Heppner (Text)

The Gaming World is very
popular with passengers,
so much that a second
one has now been opened

>

That air travellers appreciate the numerous measuresis demonstrat-

ed by the fact that in an online survey for the renowned 2017 Skytrax

Awards they for the first time listed Frankfurt Airport among the Top 10 best airports worldwide.

As Thomas Kirner, Head of Service Quality at Fraport AG emphasises,“this posi-

tive trend is encouraging us to continue improving our range of services at Frankfurt Airport still further – and with them the feel-good factor. Over ten million
euros are currently being invested to make the terminals more attractive. With
passengers now spending an average of around 140 minutes at the airport, their
requirements, as well as those of visitors, have increased over the past few years.
As a result, how the airport perceives itself, and the role it plays, have changed: In
the past, the focus was just on the aspect of transport, whereas nowadays air travellers also expect customized, broad-based services – the airport is becoming an
experience in itself.
Airport operator Fraport’s mottoalso reveals that its focus is very clearly on pas-

sengers as customers. “Gute Reise! We make it happen!” demonstrates that passengers’ personal and highly diverse needs are defined as the guiding principle
behind all its activities. A positive airport experience begins when basic requirements such as security, punctuality, smooth operations, are fulfilled to passengers’ complete satisfaction. To this end Fraport is constantly adding new services
and facilities in order to cater for all passenger wishes. Because precisely the services and facilities need to be just as varied as are guests’ needs.
Buggy rental, for example, is one of the measures already in operation:Once pas-

sengers have checked in their luggage they can borrow kids’ buggies free of charge
ing, a member of staff picks the buggy up from the appropriate gate. In the play
areas in front of and behind the security checks toddlers and infants can run
around, climb, and really let off steam. At the information desks there are painting and puzzle books to keep them occupied during the flight. If baby needs its
nappy changing or breastfeeding, all the larger sanitary facilities in the terminals
have appropriate rooms where parents can enjoy peace and quiet, and privacy.
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Fraport (5)

in the terminal, which makes it easy for them to explore the airport. Before board-

Service for the little ones and their
parents: Play areas provide distraction
and free buggy rental makes transport to them easier

//

Discoveries

The positive trend
is encouraging us to
continue improving
our range of services
and the feel-good
factor at Frankfurt
Airport// Thomas Kirner
Head of Service Quality
Fraport AG

As of late summer the Open Air Deck (left) will
afford fascinating views of aircraft ground-handling.
In contrast, the “Raum der Stille” (Silence Space)
is intended to be a peaceful retreat (right)

The entire family can enjoy fun and actionin the two free-of-charge Gaming

Places to which you can retreat to get awayfrom it all are often nowhere to be

Worlds. There they can try out the very latest Xbox One games by Microsoft. Be it

found in today’s hectic world. Not in Frankfurt Airport, which is determined to

an interactive dancing game or computer-assisted games at gaming pedestals –

counter this with a special facility – the “Raum der Stille” (Silence Space), one that

the time until take-off will no doubt whizz by. The first Gaming World was so

stands in contrast to the daily sensory overload we find ourselves enduring. It is in

popular that a second free computer games zone for passengers has already

response to noise, the hectic pace of life, permanent availability, and the compulsion

opened. The games not only offer a variety of ways to while away the time, they

of having to let the world know what we are doing at all times. Passengers should be

also counter jetlag and get your tired limbs moving again after hours spent sitting

able to forget about all that here and relax. The Silent Chairs with their modern de-

still in an airplane.

sign also form part of the service of providing peace and quiet between flights: Re-

Walls” provide great privacy; comfortable furniture entices you to relax as if you
were in your own front room. There is a large selection of English-language movies
and series.
A new roof terrace, the Open Air Deck,is an outdoor area with a high-end mod-

ern design; it features functional seating and high-quality wooden flooring, and
affords a fascinating view of the aircraft ground-handling at Concourse B. On top
of which it is greened in places and has all sorts of information, not to mention a
fine selection of food and beverages. The “Experience Gate”, a large media installation in Pier B in the transit area in Terminal 1, featuring constantly changing articles about Frankfurt’s gateway to the world, a look behind the scenes,
and clips about travel destinations all over the world, is the only one of its kind
anywhere.
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Whether passengers are
arriving, departing, or in transit –
My Airport Guide and the FRA
Comfort Services (for example
door-to-gate: Passengers are
picked up at home and taken
directly to the gate) are part of
the airport’s S
 ervice World.
The VIP Services, which are
geared to sophisticated travellers’ wishes and needs, provide
even greater luxury.
For further information please
visit:
frankfurt-airport.com
vip.frankfurt-airport.com

laxing in them, passengers can use integrated loudspeakers to listen to their own
music on their smartphone or tablet while waiting for their connecting flight. For
anyone wanting to work, there are integrated sockets, a USB port, and a small table.
The arched shape of the seats makes for a pleasant, calm atmosphere.
Be it the covers of the Silent Chairsor the ideal location of the new work benches

– for over ten years now the airport’s Customer Advisory Council has been able to
actively monitor lots of processes, and indeed this is its brief. According to its statutes, members are intended to offer “suggestions, wishes, and criticism”, thereby
actively representing the interests of more than 61 million passengers. “An airport
fan club? No, that’s one thing we are quite definitely not,” Frank Naujoks says immediately. Several times a month the doctor accompanies medical air transports and
has lots of opportunities to compare things with other airports. When he heard that
the airport operator in Frankfurt was reforming the Council he filled out the form
and has since helped to determine what passengers want the airport to be like.

\\
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SERVICE WITH COMFORT
On top of which there is now the Movie World as well:What are known as “TV

The Experience Gate features a large
media installation (top); the Movie World
enables passengers to relax as if they
were watching TV at home
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Ranking
Ministry of Economics, Energy, Transport
and Regional Development, State of Hessen

Welcome to Frankfurt.
Elisabeth Schmitt/Getty Images

© Ivsanmas | shutterstock

Welcome to Hessen, Germany‘s Business State and Gateway to Europe.

TOP IN TERMS OF
QUALITY OF LIFe

Hessen
Frankfurt

Hot Spot
2017

>

High position for Frankfurt.In the Mercer Quality of Living Ranking

2017, which investigates the quality of life in 231 cities worldwide,

Frankfurt takes a superb seventh place – ahead of Paris (38) and London (40). In
this year’s additional ranking “Infrastructure” the city even comes second behind
Singapore. The highly respected study is interesting for the region in that inter
national companies use it as a reference when posting their employees overseas.
Alongside city-specific aspects, political, economic, social and environmental
criteria are all included in the 39 evaluation criteria. A comparison with the
current Mercer Cost of Living Survey is also very informative. Of the 209 cities
worldwide surveyed in terms of living costs, Frankfurt is in the middle in 88th
place – London (17) and Paris (44) are more expensive.

In the Arcadis Sustainable Cities Index 2016,which investigates the sustain

ability of the 100 most important cities and metropolises, Frankfurt is in sixth
place. Various criteria in the categories “People”, “Environment”, and “Business” were examined. Frankfurt and the region are mentioned for the first time
in the 2017 Global Startup Ecosystem Report, which ranks the best locations
for company founders. Silicon Valley, New York, and London are way out in front
in this ranking.
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How Frankfurt and the region fare
in current international rankings

FRM 01 I 17

\\

DOCUMENTA IN KASSEL
10 June sees the opening of the
world’s largest exhibition of contemporary art. The “Parthenon of Books”
by Argentine artist Marta Minujín will
be a major attraction at documenta
14. It is a symbol of resistance against
the banning of books and the persecution of their authors. On 19 May 1933
on Friedrichsplatz in Kassel the Nazis
burned some 2,000 books during
the so-called “Campaign against the
Un-German Spirit”. The installation
will be modelled on the temple on the
Acropolis in Athens. The documenta
has actually been open there since 8
April. Adam Szymczyk, Artistic Director of the 14th documenta, decided on
a second location for the first time in
the exhibition’s history. The documenta in Kassel ends on 17 September.

10 reasons to choose Hessen as a business location
■

One of the strongest economies of all German states

■

Direct access to the German and European market

■

Frankfurt: Germany‘s number one airport and central hub in Europe

■

Leading financial and trading center within the Eurozone

■

Strong industries: automotive, electronics and mechanical engineering,

Hessen Trade & Invest GmbH
Konradinerallee 9
65189 Wiesbaden
Germany

pharmaceuticals, chemicals and life sciences
■

Europe’s leading region for ICT and the world’s leading Internet exchange

+49 611 95017 85

point DE-CIX

info@htai.de

■

Highly-skilled workforce and top location for research and development

www.invest-in-hessen.com

■

Available and affordable office spaces and industrial sites

■

People from more than 190 countries and 12,500 international companies

■

High quality of life

For more information visit:
www.invest-in-hessen.com

Discover a place
where global paths cross.

FrankfurtRheinMain GmbH | International Marketing of the Region

FrankfurtRheinMain is a vibrant place to work and live. A central location
combined with one of the largest airports in Europe makes it easy and
convenient to operate global businesses, and to stay in touch with home.
More than 20 universities and research institutes create a climate of
innovation and creativity. FrankfurtRheinMain offers an international and
metropolitan lifestyle combined with the relaxed atmosphere of forests,
winegrowing regions and fairytale landscapes. All easily accessible through
a highly efficient road and public transport infrastructure. It is so easy
to feel right at home in FrankfurtRheinMain.
Become a part of it.
FrankfurtRheinMain GmbH International Marketing of the Region is the
key contact for international companies looking to establish a presence
in the FrankfurtRheinMain region.
FrankfurtRheinMain worldwide:
Frankfurt | Chicago | Pune | Shanghai
For more information go to www.frm-united.com

